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family surely gratified Richelieu's pride, yet he
considered the proposition with becoming delibera-
tion, and it was at last agreed to as a favour granted
by the priest at the solicitation of the prince. Nine
years later, when the bride was only thirteen, the
marriage was solemnised with infinite pomp at the
Palais Cardinal. Within a few days, Richelieu saw
his niece wedded to the head of the French nobility
and his play of Mirame performed amid the applause
of all judicious courtiers; it is doubtful from which
event he derived the greater satisfaction.

If Cond6 had been eager to secure the advantages
that would flow from a family alliance with the man
who ruled France, his son, who was proud, obstin-
ate, and headstrong, viewed the matter with less
favour. His bride was very young and not very
attractive, and he regarded the marriage as a de-
gradation to one of his rank, in which, from the
standpoint of the time, he was not far wrong. He
soon found the advantages and the disadvantages of
having a prime minister for an uncle. He was at
once given an important position; he commanded
an army in the field when little over twenty-one, an
age at which most men would be pleased to receive
a commission as first lieutenant.

On the other hand, Richelieu was dictatorial even
in matters of the smallest detail, and he took pleas-
ure in showing that he expected as implicit obedience
from a prince as from an errand boy. He regulated
Enghien's household, and lectured him with vigour.
Few men were as impatient of control as the future
hero of Rocroy, but, imperious as was his nature,pale andappeared, it   His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 ami the Loire became
